
 

HOLDEN LANE PRIMARY NEWS 
 “Working Together, Learning for Life” 

Friday 6th November 2020 

Miss Clare Thomas—Headteacher Tel: 01782 234890     Email: holdenlane@holdenlaneprimary.org 

 

AVOIDING HEAD LICE  

We need your help to keep head lice under  
control in our school. 

The following tips can help:  

 Use detection combing regularly to  
           identify head lice. 

 Perform detection combing on anyone                                        
           who is likely to have had head to head 
           contact with the sufferer. 

 Keep long hair tied up to minimise head 
           to head contact. 

Please contact our school nursing service if 
you would like further help and advice. 

Thank you for your continued support.  
    ATTENDANCE CELEBRATION 

The attendance success of our children was 
celebrated in our classroom ’bubbles’ this week.  

We awarded our badges and certificates for last 
half term. During these challenging times, we must  
continue working really hard to reach our target of 
96%, eliminate Persistent Absence and reduce the 

amount of children arriving late.  

Many congratulations to all our wonderful 
Attendance Award winners! 

Wear your badges with pride! 

KEEPING SAFE AT HOLDEN LANE ~ COVID-19 RESTRICTIONS  

In order to keep everyone safe at our school, we continue to follow a robust risk assessment with thorough control measures to 
support our children learning in as safe an environment as possible.  

These measures include the use of classroom ‘bubbles’ to avoid contact between groups, changes to classroom layout to  
accommodate forward facing desks, staff maintaining distance from pupils and other staff as much as possible, an enhanced  

cleaning regime, staggered break times and lunchtime with separate play areas, frequent handwashing, age appropriate individual 
resource packs to avoid sharing and revised STARS values to support the children’s understanding of our safety expectations.  

We would be most grateful if families would continue to social distance to help minimise contact with others outside each  
household, on the way to and from school and also on our school site.   

It is vital that we avoid large groups of pupils and parents gathering on the school premises at the same time. Please use the space 
available to maintain social distancing and respect the boxes outside each classroom to avoid direct contact with the school staff. 
We also ask that only one family member at a time enter the school reception to visit the office and that face coverings are worn. 

In order to keep our school community safe, it is our expectation that only one adult from each family drop off and collect their 
children at the start and end of the school day.  

We also request that high school students do not join parents and carers collecting younger siblings on the school premises. 

Thank you for your understanding in supporting the school to protect all members of our school community.  
Minimising contact and mixing between people reduces transmission of Covid-19.  

Please continue to look out for symptoms of the virus. These are a high temperature, a new continuous cough and, loss of, or change 
in your normal sense of taste and smell. Do not send your child to school if they show symptoms or someone in the household  

has symptoms.  

If you have any concerns or require any further guidance, please contact Mrs Reece or Miss Thomas. 

Thank you for your cooperation and support.  

PARKING AND DRIVING OUTSIDE SCHOOL 

IMPORTANT SAFETY CONCERNS 

The concerns regarding car parking outside school at 
the start and end of the day continue.  

Cars continue to mount the pavement alongside  
pedestrians walking into school and resident  

driveways become blocked.  As you are aware, cars 
driving on and off the pavement place our children 

and families at risk. Please park away from the school 
and walk to the school gates in order to keep our 

families safe.  

As always, the safety of our children and families 
remains our highest priority. 

Please park and drive responsibly to keep the 
journey to and from school safe for everyone! 



SPORTS4ALL WEEK 2020 

A huge well done to everyone at Holden Lane for participating 
with such great interest and enthusiasm during our first ever 

Sport4All Week before half term. It was wonderful to see the 
children enjoying the experience of boccia, new age kurling,  
volleyball whilst sitting down, goalball, adapted athletics and 

badminton, cricket on a table and wheelchair basketball. 

The children made us very proud and were a credit to our school. 
Each pupil thoroughly enjoyed trying out a wide range of 

 Paralympic sports.  
Many thanks to Mr Gibson and Mr Edwards for all their hard 

work in organising such a great week of inclusive sports for all.  

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

Please make a note of the following dates for your diary: 

 Friday 13th November ~ Children in Need Fundraiser Non-Uniform Day 

 Monday 16th November ~ Anti-bullying Week begins with Odd Socks Day 

 Thursday 17th December ~ School closes for end of Autumn Term 2020 

 Monday 4th January ~ School opens for Spring Term 2021 

 Friday 12th February ~ School closes for Half Term 

 Thursday 1st April ~ School closes for end of Spring Term 2021 

 Monday 19h April ~ School opens for Summer Term 2021 

 Monday 3rd May ~ School closed for BANK HOLIDAY 

 Monday 10th May 2021 ~ Key Stage 2 SATs Week  

 Friday 28th May ~ School closes for Half Term 

 Tuesday 20th July ~ School closes for end of Summer Term 2021 

 Wednesday 21st July ~ STAFF TRAINING DAY 

ANTI-BULLYING WEEK ~ 16th to 20th NOVEMBER 2020 

Anti-bullying Week begins on Monday 16th November. The whole school will be involved in activities to 
promote working together to prevent bullying at Holden Lane.  

Each class will focus on working hard to encourage positive relationships and to spread the anti-bullying 
message throughout school and our local community. 

This year's theme – United against bullying – aims to show that bullying, whether it is verbal, physical, 
online or in-person, has a significant impact on a child’s life well into adulthood. This year, more than  
ever, we have witnessed the positive power that society can have when we come together to tackle a 

common challenge.  Bullying has a long lasting effect on those who experience and witness it, however, by 
channelling our collective power through shared efforts and ambitions, we can reduce bullying together.  

We will be working on our school STARS values and learning that together we can challenge bullying.  
Our goal is to inform our children and families that it takes a collective responsibility to stop bullying.  

From parents and carers, to teachers and politicians, to children and young people, we all have a part to 
play in coming together to make a difference.  

Children and staff are warmly invited to come to school on Monday 16th November wearing odd socks 
with their school clothes to mark the start of Anti-bullying Week. This will help us to remember and  

celebrate that we are all unique and equally special in our school.   

LET’S WORK TOGETHER TO SHOW THAT BULLYING BEHAVIOUR WILL NOT BE TOLERATED 
AT HOLDEN LANE! 

To find out more visit http://www.antibullyingweek.co.uk/, http://anti-bullyingalliance.org.uk/aba-
week.aspx or http://www.childline.org.uk  

Thank you for your continued support. 

CONTACT NUMBERS 

It is very important that contact details 
are kept updated to ensure that our 
school records are accurate. Please  

inform the school office of any changes 
to your contact details. 

Thank you for your cooperation and  
continued support. 

NON-UNIFORM DAY FUNDRAISER— OUR THANKS 

Very well done to all the children who took part in our  
non-uniform fundraising event before half term. Our School 
Council have chosen to raise money for Make-A-Wish UK who 
grant extraordinary wishes to children fighting critical illness. 

We have raised a super total of £118.55 and would like to thank 
all of the children that have taken part. 
Thank you for your continued support! 

NON-UNIFORM DAY FUNDRAISER 

FRIDAY 13th NOVEMBER 

CHILDREN IN NEED 

We are holding our annual non-uniform  
fundraising day on Friday 13th November to 

raise money for Children in Need.  
Children are invited to come to school in their 
own clothes, in spotty clothes or dressed as 

Pudsey Bear in exchange for a small donation to 
the charity.  

We hope that everyone will get involved to 
show support for this year’s ‘Together We Can’ 

campaign.  

Thank you for your continued support. 

SCHOOL GAMES COUNTY FINAL   

Well done to our pupils from Key Stage One who are 
the proud winners of the Staffordshire and Stoke 
on Trent Virtual School Games County Final 2020. 
The children participated with great enthusiasm in 

a wide range of sporting events throughout the 
summer term  which earned them the prestigious 

first place trophy.  
Congratulations to everyone who took part, we are 

very proud of you all! 
VERY WELL DONE TO OUR SPORTING  

SUPERSTARS! 
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