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PARKING AND DRIVING OUTSIDE SCHOOL 

IMPORTANT SAFETY CONCERNS 

The concerns regarding car parking outside 
school at the start and end of the day continue.  

Cars continue to mount the pavement alongside 
pedestrians walking into school and resident 

driveways become blocked.  As you are aware, 
cars driving on and off the pavement place our 

children and families at risk. The Police are fully  
informed and the concerns of parents, the school 
and our local councillor, Joanne Powell Beckett, 
have progressed to the Parking Enforcement 
Team, who will monitor the situation and make 

checks.   
Please park away from the school and walk to the 
school gates in order to keep our families safe.  

As always, the safety of our children and 
families remains our highest priority. 

Please park and drive responsibly to keep the 
journey to and from school safe for everyone! 

Thank you for your support and cooperation.  

SAFER INTERNET DAY ~ TUESDAY 11th FEBRUARY 2020 

Safer Internet Day takes place on Tuesday 11th February and the whole school will be  
involved in activities to promote the safe and positive use of digital technology.  

This year's theme – Together for a better internet - is a great opportunity to spark a  
conversation about the safe and responsible use of technology and to inspire young people to 
create a better internet for the future. Over the years, Safer Internet Day has become a 

landmark event in the online safety calendar. Over the years, it has grown beyond its  
traditional geographic zone and is now celebrated in approximately 150 countries worldwide. 

From cyberbullying to social networking, each year Safer Internet Day aims to raise  
awareness of emerging online issues and chooses a topic reflecting current concerns. 

Families are warmly invited to join us on Wednesday 11th February from 1.45pm to 2.45pm to 
take part in our Safer Internet family workshop followed by refreshments. Each class will 

present a range of activities to promote how to stay safe when using digital technology. 
 Please come along and join us to find out more and to get involved. 

We very much look forward to seeing you. 

LET’S WORK TOGETHER TO KEEP OUR CHILDREN SAFE ONLINE. 

VACANCY FOR PARENT GOVERNOR 

We still have a vacancy for a Parent Governor to join our school Governing Body. This is an 
excellent opportunity for parents to get involved in school and have a say in decision making 

and planning in order to help improve and develop the school for our children.  
The role provides opportunities to become involved in all aspects of school life. It includes 

coming along to meetings each half term to offer your ideas, share your expertise and  
represent the view of our parents and carers.  

We have a committed and dedicated Governing Body working very hard for our school and we 
would be delighted if we could appoint another parent to join our team.  

If you have the time and energy to join us, we would love to hear from you!  
Please ask at the office or see Miss Thomas or Joanne Powell-Beckett (Chair of Governors)  

to find out more. 
The closing date for expressions of interest is  

Monday 3rd February 2020. 
Thank you for your continued support.  

DENNIS TO THE RESCUE IN YEAR 6 

Well done to our fabulous Year 6 pupils who enjoyed a visit from the 
‘Dennis to the Rescue’ mobile classroom last Friday. They had an  

exciting time getting up close to a full size Dennis Eagle refuse lorry 
and learning how to make Holden Lane cleaner and greener. The children 
discussed how important it is to reduce, reuse and recycle. They learnt 
about the grey, blue and brown bins. They explored how long it takes 
for different materials to rot in the earth and why recycling can help 
prevent this. They also watched a video called ‘Plastic Planet’ to learn 
about the impact of plastic on the environment and ways to reduce its 
use. The children, as always, were a credit to our school. They showed 

excellent behaviour and impressed our visitors with their knowledge and 
understanding. Each pupil was given an activity book to enable them to 

continue their learning at home.     

Very well done to our Year 6 sustainability experts, we are very proud 
of you all! 



DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

Please make a note of the following dates for your diary: 

 

 Wednesday 5th February ~ Local Community Drop-in ~ 1pm to 5pm in the meeting room 

 Tuesday 11th February ~ Safer Internet Day with afternoon family workshop at 1.45pm 

 Tuesday 11th February ~ Stay for Lunch for families of Nursery, Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 

 Thursday 13th February ~ Stay for Lunch for families of Year 3, Year 4, Year 5 and Year 6 

 Friday 14th February ~ Charity Fundraiser Non-uniform Day for Crisis UK 

 Friday 14th February ~ School closes for Half Term 

 Wednesday 4th March ~ Local Community Drop-in ~ 1pm to 5pm in the meeting room 

 Wednesday 1st April ~ Local Community Drop-in ~ 1pm to 5pm in the meeting room 

 Friday 3rd April ~ School closes for end of Spring Term 2020 

 Monday 20th April ~ School opens for Summer Term 2020 

 Friday 8th May ~ School closed for BANK HOLIDAY 

 Monday 11th May 2020 ~ Key Stage 2 SATs Week  

 Friday 22nd May ~ School closes for Half Term 

 Thursday 16th July ~ School closes for end of Summer Term 2020 

 Friday 17th July ~ STAFF TRAINING DAY 

FAMILIES LUNCH INVITATION! 

We would like to invite families to join us once again to try a 
school meal and eat lunch with their child.  

The next “Stay for Lunch” days are: 

 Tuesday 11th February for Nursery,  Reception,  Year 1  and 
Year 2 

Thursday 13th February for Year 3,  Year 4,  Year 5 and 
Year 6.  

We hope that you will come along and join us for lunch. 

LOCAL COMMUNITY DROP-IN  

The next Local Community Drop-in  
session will take place on Wednesday  

5th February from 1pm to 5pm in the  
meeting room with representatives from a range 

of services ~ all available to listen to your 
thoughts and concerns or to offer advice  

and guidance.  
Please come along and join us for coffee  

and biscuits. 

We look forward to seeing you.  

YEAR 3 VISIT GLADSTONE POTTERY MUSEUM 

Well done to our super Year 3 historians who visited Gladstone 
Pottery Museum on Wednesday to enhance their learning about the  

pottery industry in Stoke on Trent. They had an excellent time  
exploring the museum.  They discovered how bone china tableware was 

made in the original workshops and giant bottle kilns of the  
former Gladstone China Works, now preserved as the last complete 
Victorian pottery factory in the country.  They learnt all about the  

traditional skills used by the pottery workers and used what they had 
learnt to make their very own coil pot.  

The children, as always, were a credit to our school. They showed  
outstanding behaviour and impressed the museum staff with their  

excellent knowledge and understanding.   

Very well done Year 3, we are very proud of you all! 

NON– UNIFORM CHARITY FUNDRAISER 

We are inviting children to come to school in 
non-uniform on Friday 14th February.  

We would request that each child makes a 
small donation towards our school charity.  

This term, our children have chosen to  
support Crisis UK which is a national charity 

for homeless people.  
We hope that every child will get involved. 

Thank you for helping others through our 
school charity fundraising.  

SNOWY WEATHER 

In the event of snow or adverse weather conditions, all school 
closures are reported to BBC Radio Stoke and announced at  

regular intervals throughout the morning. As soon as a  
decision is made regarding a closure, the Local Authority and BBC 

Radio Stoke are informed by the school.  

 School closures are also listed on the Local Authority  
website and BBC Radio Stoke website. The school also issues a 

text message to confirm that a decision to close has been made.  
A number of factors are taken into account before a decision to 

close a school is made, however, the health and safety of the 
children, their families and the staff remain our priority at all 

times in such circumstances.  

Thank you for your continued support.  

BIKEABILITY TRAINING 

Key Stage 2 pupils have been very busy this week working on 
their bicycle riding skills. Children from Year 4 completed 

their Learn to Ride Bikeability Level 1 training.  
Our experienced riders from Year 5 completed the Bikeability 

Level 2 training which builds on their experience from last 
year.  The training is a national scheme funded by the  

Department for Transport and provided to schools through 
Stoke on Trent City Council.  

The children worked very hard to ride their bikes safely and 
to demonstrate their new skills.  

The children from Year 4 and Year 5 who successfully  
completed the programme were awarded Bikeability badges 

and certificates in today’s Celebration assembly.  

Very well done to all our super Year 4 and Year 5 cyclists ~  

we are proud of you! 
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