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Holden Lane Primary School Religious Education Policy 

Our Vision 
Through a positive caring environment, we provide the opportunity for every child to reach their full 
potential.  

Rationale 
Religious education is a crucial part of education for pupils as it opens their minds to various beliefs 
and mind sets that different people and cultures have around the world. Learning and 
understanding of different religions can help pupils to find purpose within their own lives, and offers 
the opportunity to explore different religions and find meaning in things that they may not have 
previously encountered. 

Through Religious Education, pupils at Holden Lane Primary School will continue to deepen their 
understanding and respect for the various ways in which people from different cultural 
backgrounds, worship their gods or deities. 

Aims 
• To develop pupils’ interest, knowledge and understanding for Religious Education, so that 

they can appreciate its contribution to all aspects of everyday life. 

• To build upon pupils’ curiosity and respect for the world’s religions. 

• To use a planned range of key questions and discussions to give pupils a greater 
understanding of the concepts of different religions and beliefs. 

• To introduce pupils to the language and vocabulary of different religions. 

• To develop pupils’ use of computing in their Religious Education studies. 

• To develop skills that are useful in a wide range of careers and in adult life generally, 
especially the ability to articulate clearly and coherently their personal beliefs, ideas, values 
and experiences whilst respecting the right of others to differ. 

Objectives 
The following objectives derived from the above aims will form the basis of our decisions when 
planning a scheme of work. Assessment will also be related to these objectives: 

• To develop pupils’ interest, knowledge and understanding in Religious Education and an 
appreciation of its contribution to all aspects of everyday life. 

• To develop a knowledge and appreciation of the contribution made by famous religious leaders 
and figures different religions. 

• To develop knowledge and understanding of the Religious Education contained within the 
Stoke-on-Trent Agreed Syllabus. 

 

 



To build on pupils’ curiosity and respect of the world’s religions. 

• To develop in pupils a general sense of enquiry which encourages them to question and reflect 
on ideas and values. 

• To encourage pupils to learn about aspects that matter in the lives of local people and the wider 
world. 

• To develop pupils capability to discuss religious matters so that they can participate positively 
in society, with its diverse religions and worldviews. 

• To promote an ethos of respect for others, challenge stereotypes and build understanding of 
other cultures and beliefs. 

• To build their sense of identity and belonging, which helps them flourish within their 
communities and as citizens in a diverse society 

 

To use a planned range of key questions and discussions to give pupils a greater understanding 
of the concepts of different religions and different beliefs. 

• To develop children’s ability to articulate clearly and coherently their personal beliefs, ideas, 
values and experiences whilst respecting the right of others to differ. 

• To learn about religious themes of worldviews in local, national and global contexts, to discover, 
explore and consider different answers to these questions. 

• Support children’s understanding of a range of vocabulary from different religions. 

 

To develop pupils’ use of computing in their Religious Education studies. 

• To give pupils opportunities to use ICT to record their work and to store results for future 
retrieval throughout their religious studies. 

• To give pupils the chance to obtain information using the internet. 
Principles of teaching and learning 
Differentiation and Additional Educational Needs 
The study of Religious Education will be planned to give pupils a suitable range of differentiated 
activities appropriate to their age and abilities. Tasks will be set which challenge all pupils, including 
the more able. For pupils with SEN, the task will be adjusted or pupils may be given additional 
support. The grouping of pupils for various activities will take account of their strengths and 
weaknesses and ensure that all take an active part in the task and gain in confidence. 
 
Breadth and Balance 
Pupils will be involved in a variety of structured activities and in more thought provoking, 
investigative work: 

• Activities that develop good reflection skills and support the pupils when expressing and 
justifying their own opinions.  

• Practical activities, using artefacts and visiting places of worship. 
• Structured activities, to develop understanding of a religion and different forms of worship. 
• Open-ended key questions that encourage children to respect the beliefs of others about God. 



• Activities that develop understanding of concepts and mastery of skills to make sense of 
religion and belief, at an appropriate level of challenge for their age. 

• That provides opportunities for pupils to develop positive attitudes and values and to reflect 
and relate their learning of RE to their own experience. 

Relevance 
Wherever possible Religious Education work will be related to the real world, for which everyday 
examples will be used. Where possible, the unit will be taught as it is happening in each year 
group. For example the celebration of Easter will be taught in the spring term as it is happening. 
Teachers will keep up-to-date with the dates of religious festivals and link lessons accordingly. 

Cross-curricular skills and links 
Religious Education is an important aspect of many people’s lives and can be explored in all areas 
of the curriculum. We will challenge our pupils with questions about the ultimate meaning and 
purpose of life, beliefs about God, the self, the nature of reality, issues of right and wrong, and 
what it means to be human through debates, performances, art work, music and ICT.  

 

Continuity and Progression 
Foundation Stage pupils investigate religion as part of Understanding of the World. Children are 
encouraged to explore religions and worldviews through special people, books, times, places and 
objects and by visiting places of worship with teachers guiding the children to opportunities that 
build interest in religion.  

Having built this foundation of knowledge, pupils in Key Stage 1 are introduced to Religious 
Education through key questions that encourage them to explore different beliefs and express their 
own views.   

By following the Stoke-on-Trent Agreed Syllabus, pupils in Key Stage 2 will be able to consolidate 
their understanding through responding to increasingly challenging key questions. In this process, 
they will be able to develop their knowledge, examine, reflect and justify their own ideas and values. 

Equality of Opportunity 
All children have equal access to the Religious Education curriculum and its associated practical 
activities. The Senior Leadership Team, Class Teachers and Teaching Assistants at Holden Lane 
Primary School are responsible for ensuring that all children, irrespective of gender, learning ability, 
physical disability, ethnicity and social circumstances, have access to the whole curriculum and 
make the greatest possible progress. Where appropriate, work will be adapted to meet pupils’ 
needs and, if appropriate, extra support given. More able pupils will be given suitably challenging 
activities. Gender and cultural differences will be reflected positively in the teaching materials used. 

All children have equal access to the Religious Education Curriculum, its teaching and learning, 
throughout each year. This will be monitored by analysing pupil performance throughout the school 
to ensure that there is no disparity between groups. 

 



Health and safety 
Pupils will be taught to handle religious artefacts safely when using them during practical activities. 
Class Teachers and Teaching Assistants will check equipment regularly and report any damage, 
taking defective equipment out of action.  

Assessment for Learning, recording and reporting 
Throughout the school, teachers will assess whether children are working at/above or below the 
expected level for their age based on their understanding and application of the content of the 
Stoke-on-Trent Agreed Syllabus. Progress and attainment is reported to parents through parents’ 
evenings and end of year reports. At the end of each unit of study, the pupils self-evaluate their 
learning against the objectives for making sense of beliefs, understanding the impact of other 
people’s beliefs and making connections between people’s beliefs.  

Marking for Improvement  
Much of the work done in Religious Education lessons is of an oral nature and, as such, recording 
will take many varied forms thus making marking different. It is, however, important that written 
work is marked regularly and clearly, as an aid to progression and to celebrate achievement. When 
appropriate, pupils may be asked to self-assess or peer assess their own or other’s work. 
Marking for improvement comments in a child’s book must be relevant to the learning objective to 
help children to better focus on future targets. 

Role of the subject Leader 
Religious Education will be led by Miss Moczulski. Standards of teaching and learning will be 
judged using work sampling, observations, pupil interviews and planning scrutiny. The policy will 
be reviewed annually. 

Resourcing 
Artefacts, religious books and stories will be held centrally and staff will access when required. All 
documents related to the curriculum and assessment will be saved on the staff shared drive. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Curriculum coverage 

 



Unit outcomes 
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