
 

 
 

 

Enquiry Questions 

♦ What are some of the differences 
between toys from the past and 
my toys? 

♦ How have the toys you play with 
now compare to those you used to 
play with?  

♦ What kinds of toys did children 
play with in the past?  How do you 
know? 

♦ How can I decide if a toy is from 
the past or a modern toy?  

♦ What do you think toys from the 
future will be like? 

♦ Where do most of our toys come 
from today? 

 

       Year 1     
Let’s Play 

 

Texts 

       
   

Key Vocabulary: old, new, past, present, future, newest, oldest, before, 
after, evidence, similarities, differences, events, artefact. 

 

Skills 

♦ Explain that there are 
different types of 
evidence and sources that 
can be used to help 
represent the past. 

♦ Observe or handle evidence 
to ask simple questions 
about the past. 

♦ Order dates from earliest 
to latest on simple 
timelines. 

♦ Describe memories and 
changes that have 
happened in their own lives. 

♦ Recognise some similarities 
and differences between 
the past and the present. 

♦ Know and recount episodes 
from stories and 
significant events in 
history. 

♦ Talk, write and draw about 
things from the past. 

   



 

 
 

  

Enquiry Questions 

♦ What were the living conditions 
like for people in London in 1666? 

♦ Why did the Great Fire of 
London cause so much 
destruction? 

♦ What types of evidence exist to 
support the events during this 
period? 

♦ Why are Samuel Pepys’ diaries so 
important? 

♦ How did London change as a 
result of the Great Fire of 1666? 

♦ What did we learn from this 
event in history? 

       Year 1     
London’s Burning 

 

Texts 

       

Key Vocabulary: old, new, past, present, future, newest, oldest, before, 
after, similarities, differences, events, London, Samuel Pepys, evidence. 

 

Skills 

♦ Explain that there are 
different types of 
evidence and sources that 
can be used to help 
represent the past. 

♦ Order dates from earliest 
to latest on simple 
timelines. 

♦ Recognise some 
similarities and 
differences between the 
past and the present. 

♦ Know and recount episodes 
from stories and 
significant events in 
history. 

♦ Talk, write and draw about 
things from the past 

♦ Use historical vocabulary 
to retell simple stories 
about the past. 

 



 

 
 

 

Enquiry Questions 

♦ Would you prefer to be 
significant or famous? 

♦ Who is this person and why 
are they important?  

♦ Why do we still remember 
them? 

♦ What do you think mattered 
the most to them and why? 

♦ What do you think it would 
have been like to during this 
time? 

♦ What might you have liked to 
change during this time? 
 

       Year 2     
Historical People 

 

Texts 
 

     

 

Key Vocabulary: old, new, past, present, future, newest, oldest, before, 
after, century, new, modern, monarch, hospitals, remedies, parliament, 
government, war, remembrance. 

 

Skills 

♦ Start to compare two 
versions of a past event. 

♦ Sequence three or four 
pictures or artefacts from 
different periods. 

♦ Identify similarities and 
differences between ways 
of life in different periods. 

♦ Understand that there are 
reasons why people in the 
past acted as they did. 

♦ Describe significant 
individuals from the past. 

♦ Show an understanding of 
historical terms, such as 
monarch, parliament, 
government, war, 
remembrance. 

♦ Use drama/role play to 
communicate their 
knowledge about the past. 

 



 

 
 

 

Enquiry Questions 

♦ What were the different types of 
castles called? 

♦ Why were castles built? 
♦ Who ruled the castles and how does 

this compare to our monarch today? 
♦ How did these castles offer 

protection? 
♦ What was life like as a knight in a 

medieval castle? 
♦ What evidence is there to support 

our understanding of this period of 
time? 

♦ Why do we still have castles? 
♦ Which places could we visit to 

explore castles from this period? 

 

       Year 2     
Knights and Castles 

 

Texts 

          

Key Vocabulary: old, new, past, present, future, newest, oldest, before, 
after, century, new, modern, monarch, parliament, government, war, 
remembrance, evidence. 

Skills 
♦ Start to compare two versions 

of a past event. 
♦ Start to use stories or 

accounts to distinguish 
between fact and fiction. 

♦ Observe or handle evidence to 
find answers to simple 
questions about the past on 
the basis of simple 
observations. 

♦ Choose evidence and say how it 
can be used to find out about 
the past. 

♦ Sequence three or four 
pictures or artefacts from 
different periods. 

♦ Show an understanding of 
terms, such as monarch, 
parliament, government, war, 
remembrance. 

♦ Use role play to communicate 
their knowledge about the 
past. 

 



 

 
 

 

Enquiry Questions 

♦ What was ‘new’ about the New 
Stone Age?  

♦ Which was better, bronze or iron? 
♦ When do you think it was better 

to live – Stone Age, Bronze Age or 
Iron Age? Why? 

♦ What did they eat and where did 
their food come from? 

♦ Which animals have become 
extinct?  Why might this have 
happened? 

♦ What advancements did the Stone 
Age make on how we live? 

♦ If you were Julius Caesar, would 
you have invaded Britain in 55BC? 

       Year 3    
Stone Age 

 

Texts 

      

Key Vocabulary: Stone Age, Iron Age, Bronze Age, Stonehenge, 
Neolithic, fossil, spear, axe, canoe, quern-stone, sickle, flint knapping, club, 
artefact, cave, hut, mammoth, Woolly rhinoceros, ruled, reigned, empire, 
invade, conquer, kingdoms, Julius Caesar, invade, BC, sources. 

Skills 

♦ Use a range of sources to 
find out about the past. 

♦ Begin to undertake their 
own research. 

♦ Use dates and terms to 
describe historical events. 

♦ Find out about the 
everyday lives of people in 
time studied compared 
with our life today. 

♦ Explain how people and 
events in the past have 
influenced life today. 

♦ Use and understand 
appropriate historical 
vocabulary to communicate 
information such as ruled, 
reigned, empire, invasion, 
conquer, kingdoms. 

 



 

 
 

 

Enquiry Questions 

♦ Where does Ancient Egypt appear on a 
timeline and where in the world is 
Egypt? 

♦ How was Egyptian society structured? 
♦ What was the importance of the River 

Nile to Ancient Egyptians? 
♦ Is the River Nile still important 

today? 
♦ How did their beliefs influence 

everyday life? 
♦ How did the civilisation of Egypt end? 
♦ Which famous Ancient Egyptian 

structures still remain? 
♦ How might living in Egypt differ from 

living in England? 

 

 

       Year 3     
Egyptians 

 

Texts 

      

Key Vocabulary: ruled, reigned, empire, invade, invasion, conquer, 
kingdoms, civilisation, River Nile, trade, ancient, tomb, artefact, 
hieroglyphics, mummification, papyrus. 

Skills 
♦ Look at more than two versions 

of the same event or story in 
history and identify 
differences. 

♦ Explain why some accounts may 
be different. 

♦ Use a range of sources to find 
out about the past. 

♦ Sequence several events, 
artefacts or historical figures 
on a timeline using dates, 
including those that are 
sometimes further apart, and 
terms related to the unit being 
studied and passing of time. 

♦ Use dates and terms to 
describe historical events. 

♦ Find out about the everyday 
lives of people in time studied 
compared with our life today. 

♦ Use and understand appropriate 
historical vocabulary to 
communicate information such 
as ruled, reigned, empire, 
invasion, conquer, kingdoms. 



 

 
 

 

Enquiry Questions 

♦ Why do you think Britain is called 
‘Great’ Britain? 

♦ What was the Roman Empire and how 
long did it last? 

♦ How did the Romans mange to conquer 
so many countries? 

♦ Which Romans became famous and what 
are they famous for? 

♦ What was Britain like at the time when 
the Romans invaded?  

♦ Why was Hadrian’s Wall built? 
♦ How important was religion to the 

Romans? 
♦ What was life like during Roman times?  
♦ Why did the Romans leave Britain? 
♦ What did the Romans do for us and 

what changes still affect life today? 

       Year 4     
What makes Britain 

Great? 

 

Texts 

      

Key Vocabulary: BC, AD, Roman, civilisation, conquer, invade, villa, 
empire, Hadrian’s Wall, primary, secondary, evidence, reliability, 
interpretation, centurion, invasion, legion, Celt, aqueduct, roads, Barbarian, 
Roman Numerals, Latin. 

Skills 
♦ Use a range of evidence to offer 

some clear reasons for different 
interpretations of events. 

♦ start to understand the 
difference between primary and 
secondary evidence and the 
impact of this on reliability 

♦ Construct informed responses 
about one aspect of life or a key 
event in the past through careful 
selection and organisation of 
relevant historical information. 

♦ Understand that a timeline can be 
divided into BC (Before Christ) 
and AD (Anno Domini. 

♦ Identify key features, aspects 
and events of the time studied 

♦ Present, communicate and 
organise ideas about the past 
using models, drama role play and 
different genres of writing 
including letters, recounts, 
poems, adverts, diaries, posters 
and guides. 

 



 

 
 

 

Enquiry Questions 

♦ Where and when did the Maya 
live? 

♦ Explain why you would or would 
not have liked to live as part of 
the Maya civilisation. 

♦ How did Maya writing differ to 
ours? 

♦ Was the Maya way of telling the 
time effective? 

♦ What numbers did the Maya use 
in Maths? 

♦ Did the Maya play football like 
us? 

♦ How do we know about the Maya? 

       Year 4     
Amazing Americas 

(Maya) 

 

Texts 

      

 

Key Vocabulary: Maya, Americas, Tikal (Guatemala), Mexico, Chichen 
Itza, sources, civilisation, trade, cacao beans, temple, maize, hieroglyphs, 
gods, crops. 

Skills 

♦ Gather more detail from 
sources such as maps to 
build up a clearer picture 
of the past. 

♦ Identify key features, 
aspects and events of the 
time studied. 

♦ Present, communicate and 
organise ideas about the 
past using models, drama 
role play and different 
genres of writing 
including letters, 
recounts, poems, adverts, 
diaries, posters and 
guides. 

 



 

 
 

 

Enquiry Questions 
♦ Where is the Potteries? 
♦ When was the pottery industry at its 

peak? 
♦ How has the pottery industry changed 

over the last century? 
♦ Which significant people in the pottery 

industry put this area on the map? 
♦ In what ways were goods transported to 

other countries during the 19th Century? 
♦ Which changes negatively impacted on 

the success of our local industry? 
♦ What might a typical street have looked 

like during the 19th century? 
♦ What were the living conditions like for 

most people? 
♦ Do you think the Potteries will remain a 

key player in the pottery industry 
worldwide? 

 

       Year 4     
Valiant Potters 

 

Texts 

         

Key Vocabulary: time period, Potteries, impact, local, industry, century, 
significant, artefacts, Stoke-on-Trent, canals, trade, transportation, pottery, 
bottle kilns, contrasts, Wedgwood, Moorcroft, Aynsley, Burleigh, Dudson, Emma 
Bridgewater, Portmeirion, Spode, Royal Doulton, Royal Stafford. 

Skills 
♦ Regularly address and 

sometimes devise own questions 
to find answers about the past. 

♦ Note key changes over a period 
of time and be able to give 
reasons for those changes. 

♦ Identify key features, aspects 
and events of the time studied. 

♦ Describe connections and 
contrasts between aspects of 
history, people, events and 
artefacts studied. 

♦ Present, communicate and 
organise ideas about the past 
using models, drama role play 
and different genres of writing 
including letters, recounts, 
poems, adverts, diaries, posters 
and guides. 

♦ Start to present ideas based on 
their own research about a 
studied period. 

 



 

 
 

 

Enquiry Questions 
♦ When did the Saxon invasion take place? 
♦ How did Britain change during the period 

of Saxon invasion? 
♦ What would you expect archaeologists to 

find at Sutton Hoo?   
♦ What do these finds tell us about life 

during this time? 
♦ Who were the Vikings and where did they 

come from? 
♦ Why do you think they wanted to settle in 

Britain? 
♦ What evidence do we have that inform us 

about Vikings were like, and can all of it 
be trusted? 

♦ How and what did Vikings trade? 
♦ In what ways did Vikings influence 

Britain? 
♦ How did the religious beliefs of the 

Romans, Saxons and Vikings compare? 

 

       Year 5    
Anglo-Saxons and 

Vikings 

 

Texts 

            

Key Vocabulary: Anglo-Saxons, Vikings, primary, secondary, sources, 
reliability, trade, social, cultural, political, economic, religion, Sutton Hoo, 
invade, invasion, evidence, sources, settlements, Valhalla, Lindisfarne, 
monks. 

Skills 
♦ Use a range of evidence to offer some 

clear reasons for different 
interpretations of events, linking this to 
factual understanding about the past. 

♦ Confidently determine between primary 
and secondary evidence and the impact 
of this on reliability. 

♦ Begin to evaluate the usefulness of 
different sources. 

♦ Recognise when they are using primary 
and secondary sources of information to 
investigate the past. 

♦ Use a wide range of different evidence 
to collect evidence about the past, such 
as ceramics, pictures, documents, 
printed sources, online material, 
pictures, photographs, artefacts, 
historic statues, historic site. 

♦ Accurately use dates and terms to 
describe historical events. 

♦ Understand and describe in some detail 
the main changes to an aspect in a period 
in history. 

♦ Identify and note connections, 
contrasts and trends over time in the 
everyday lives of people. 

♦ Examine causes and results of great 
events and the impact these had on 
people. 

♦ Show a good understanding of historical 
vocabulary including abstract terms such 
as civilisation, social, political, economic, 
cultural and religious. 



 

 
 

 

Enquiry Questions 
♦ Where does Ancient Greece appear on a 

timeline? 
♦ How can we find out about the civilisation of 

Ancient Greece? 
♦ What countries surrounded Ancient Greece? 
♦ Would you have preferred to be a citizen in 

the city state of Sparta or Athens? 
♦ Why do you think Sparta was so powerful? 

How does the education system for children 
during these times compare to our education 
system today? 

♦ How would you describe the beliefs of the 
Ancient Greeks? 

♦ Who was Alexander the Great and why do we 
still learn about him? 

♦ What can we thank the Ancient Greeks for? 
♦ Which Ancient Greek building do you think 

would be the most interesting to visit and 
why? 

 

       Year 5     
Ancient Greece 

 

Texts 

           

 

Key Vocabulary: primary, secondary, sources, examine, analysis, 
reliability, myth, democracy, political, social, civilisation, cultural, 
philosophy, religion, city states, Sparta, Athens, peninsula, Europe, 
Parthenon. 

Skills 
♦ Use a range of evidence to offer some 

clear reasons for different 
interpretations of events, linking this 
to factual understanding about the 
past. 

♦ Confidently determine between 
primary and secondary evidence and 
the impact of this on reliability 

♦ Begin to evaluate the usefulness of 
different sources. 

♦ Recognise when they are using primary 
and secondary sources of information 
to investigate the past. 

♦ Use a wide range of different 
evidence to collect evidence about 
the past, such as ceramics, pictures, 
documents, printed sources, posters, 
online material, pictures, 
photographs, artefacts, historic 
statues, figures, sculptures, historic 
sites. 

♦ Accurately use dates and terms to 
describe historical events. 

♦ Identify and note connections, 
contrasts and trends over time in the 
everyday lives of people.  

♦ Know and show a good understanding of 
historical vocabulary including abstract 
terms such as democracy, civilisation, 
social, political, economic, cultural, and 
religious. 



 

 
 

 

Enquiry Questions 
♦ World War II: whose war? 
♦ When was WWII and how long did it 

last for? 
♦ How significant was the Blitz? 
♦ Did WWII have an impact on any other 

countries? 
♦ How well does a fictional story tell us 

what it was like to be an evacuee? 
♦ Do you think there were any advantages 

to being a child during WWII? 
♦ Evacuee experiences in Britain: is this all 

we need to know about children in World 
War II? 

♦ How significant was the impact of World 
War II on women? 

♦ What was the impact of World War II 
on people in our locality? 

       Year 6     
WWII 

 

Texts 

             

 

Key Vocabulary: culture, religious, social, economic, political, 
concurrently, persuade, propaganda, significant, evacuee, impact, allies, 
axis, rationing, evacuation, Blitz. 

Skills 
♦ Find and analyse a wide range of 

evidence about the past. 
♦ Consider different ways of checking 

the accuracy of interpretations of the 
past. 

♦ Show an awareness of the concept of 
propaganda. 

♦ Know that people in the past represent 
events or ideas in a way that may be to 
persuade others. 

♦ Select relevant sections of information 
to address historically valid questions 
and construct detailed, informed 
responses 

♦ Understand how some historical 
events/periods occurred concurrently 
in different locations, e.g. Indus Valley 
and Ancient Egypt. 

♦ Use appropriate historical terms such 
as culture, religious, social, economic 
and political when describing the past. 

♦ Describe the key features of the past, 
including attitudes, beliefs and the 
everyday lives of men, women and 
children. 

♦ Present, communicate and organise 
ideas about from the past using 
detailed discussions and debates and 
different genres of writing such as 
instructions, accounts, diaries, letters, 
information/travel guides. 



 

 
 

 

Enquiry Questions 
♦ When was the Victorian period and what 

key events took place during this time? 
♦ Why do you think Queen Victoria became a 

popular monarch? 
♦ How did the divide between rich and poor 

people affect everyday life? 
♦ What would it have been like to have been 

in the workhouse? 
♦ How do Victorian schools compare to 

modern-day schooling? 
♦ Which inventions changed the lives of some 

Victorians? 
♦ How did the industrial revolution change 

Victorian Britain?  
♦ Why were there differing opinions about 

the introduction of the new railway 
systems? 

♦ How do Victorian punishments compare to 
today’s justice system? 

       Year 6    
The Victorians 

                   

Texts  

         

Key Vocabulary: revolution, industrial, monarch, valid, persuade, culture, 
religious, social, economic, political, Victorians, workhouse, justice, 
population, agriculture, empire, transport. 

Skills 
♦ Order an increasing number of 

significant events, movements and 
dates on a timeline using dates 
accurately. 

♦ Find and analyse a wide range of 
evidence about the past. 

♦ Know that people in the past 
represent events or ideas in a way 
that may be to persuade others. 

♦ Select relevant sections of 
information to address historically 
valid questions and construct 
detailed, informed responses. 

♦ Investigate their own lines of 
enquiry by posing historically valid 
questions to answer. 

♦ Use appropriate historical terms 
such as culture, religious, social, 
economic and political when 
describing the past. 

♦ Describe the key features of the 
past, including attitudes, beliefs 
and the everyday lives of men, 
women and children. 

♦ Plan and present a self-directed 
project or research about the 
studied period. 

 


